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True Relation of James Wooflencroft. 
HE gracious Lord hath ſo ordered all his Works, 
that they ought to be had in remembrance ; the 

Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs viſible therein lead us 
unto God, not anly to the Acknowledgment, but to 
the Fear, Love, and Obedience of Him: His Works that he hath 
done, and daily dorh for us the Children of Men, were they 
obſerv'd, weightd, and meditated on as they deſerve, would tend 
greatly to reconcile the worſt of us to God, and incline our 
Hearts to his Statutes: And therefore the Spirit of God has given 
ir as the proper Character of wicked and ungodly Men, and 
the occaſion that they are ſuch, That they regard nat the Works |; 
of the Lord, neither confider the operation of his hands. Tho the 
wickedneſs of Man is ſo great, that he now preſumes by his Wit 
and Confidence to drive God out of the World, yet God is ſo 
patient as daily to preſent us with freth Inſtances both of his 

Being, Omniſcience, Juſtice, and Mercy. | 5 

Chriſtian Reader, That which at preſent is here commended: 
to thy Conſideration is a ſpecial Work of Grace, which if at- 
rondcd as it ought, and laid to Heart, as it deſerves, will diſcover: 
the goodneſs ot God, how loatli hie is chat Sinners thould periſh; 
and how willing and defirous that even the greateſt ſhould come 
to the knowledge of him and be faved : And all that are Chri- 
ſtians indeed have cauſe to rejoice, that the Grace of our Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt, hath been lately fo magnity'd among us, as I hall: 
endeavour to ſhew in the following Relation 
James Wooffencraft born of mean Parents, his Father being; a 
Dayglabourer at Mancheſter in Laucaſbire, "was brougtim up to 
; A 2 | Town; 7 


Town An. 1694. and put Apprentice to Mr. George Gibbs off 


"> 


St. James Clerkenwell, who dealt in Rags, buying them of poor 
People and uttering them again to Farmers and Paper-Makers, 
This James came to Town ſo ignorant and illiterate that he 
could neither Write nor Read ; he ſerved out his Apprentice- 
ſhip, Which ended the 97h of, May laſt: Bur early in his Ap- 
prenticeſhip he had, through wicked Acquaintanee, and the fre- 
quency of vicious Examples, ſoon caſt off all fear of God, and 
gave the {way to his Luſts, ſuffering the Devil to lead him abou: 
at pleaſure, into all manner of Wickedneſs ; as, Drunkennels, 
Lewdneſs, Curling, Swearing, and Blaſpheming; in every parti- 
«cular whereof he proceeded fo far as he ſcarce, had an equal, 10 
be ſure no ſuperior. The Enemy of all Goodneſs, the devour- 
ing Lyon, having got him ſo far within his reach, to prevent 
the fear of a reſcue, by degrees ſet the Heart of this Young-Man 
againſt all thoſe means as might be helpful to his Deliverance 
| © This was diſcovered firſt, in the bad Company he choſe and 
;: delighted in; he thowd himſelf uneaſie where'the liberty of 
« ſpeaking and acting according to the corruption of his Heart 
© was in the leaſt interupted ; and wholly delighted in thoſe that 
Ours'd and Swore without cauſe, that Drank without meaſure, 
' © and committed Leudneſs without ſhame ; but for ſuch as made 
any ſhow of Religion, or diſcover'd the leaſt of Morality, he could 
not endure their Company ; for as he accounted them no bette 
than Mad or Fools, who lived not like himſelf, fo he could not 
brock their Reproof. The next Inſtance how much he wa: 
bent againſt d hat might reclaim him was, in rejecting the good 
Advice, ſlighring the Chiding, and ſhowing himſelf ſtubborn 
and altogether unamended by his Maſter's Correction: Ant 
farther, he harden his Heart againſt the Counſel, Entreaties 
and Tears of his Aged Mother; of whom, for all this Tender 
7 nels, Care, and Concern, (as he has ſince with Sorrow confeſo 
; to me and others) he made a meer Laughing-ſto9ck, giving he 
| hard words, for her Religieus Counſel. And leaſt the tim} 
| ſnould come, that he who was thus enſnared by the Wiles 0 
2 | | Sata 
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ol NSatan ſhould eſcape, the wicked one took great care to turn his 
or ¶ Heart from the Ohurch; for (as he hath with Grief and Lamen- 
rs. tation confeſs d) two Years laſt paſt he cannot remember that 
he erer he fer his Foot within a Church: And for three Years before 
- chat he went but very ſeldom; inſomuch that when his Brother 
p- or other Acquaintance did prevail with him to go to the Church, 
e- yet when come thither, he had one fetch or another to ex- 
nd cuſe his going in, and did often draw away His Perſwaders with 
ur him to walk and drink in the Fields: And he that worketh in the 
„ Hearts of the Children of Diſobedience, having wrought ſo pow. 
ti- erſully in his, he at laſt grew to that hardneſs of Heart, that 
ſearedneſs of Conſcience, that (as he confeſſes ſince) he did verily. 
believe there was neither God nor Devil, Heaven nor Hell. 
Thus may the Reader, perceive the varioggaulteps by which 
poor Youth ceſcends to the brink of the bottomleſs Pit ; and 
how much are the Youth-of our Age acquainted with, and con- 
verſant in ſuch wicked Practites! nay, how greedily do they run 
after theſe ways, which, without extraordinary Grace, plunge 
them in everlaſting! deſtruction. But to return, though this 
poor Creature was ſo near, it pleaſed not God to ſuffer the Pit” 
to ſhut her Mouth upon him; but on the 2d. of this Inftagt /, 
as this James was going to work about ſorting Rags for his 
Maſter in a Store-Houſe near Hide- Part, in the Company of 
Mr. Aaron Gibbs, his Maſter's Son, and one Laurence Riblle; 
in the way James eſpy d two Women kind, his wanton Exe 
va foon fer his luſtful Heart on fire, inſomuch that he openly de- 
AF clard his beaſtly Deſires, and bemoan'd the want of opportu- 
nity to compleat them, for at this time the preſence of his 
Young-Maſter debar'd him; and therefore, tho' fore againit 
his Will, he went on to his buſineſs ; and when. arriv'd at tlie 
place, his part was to hold up the Bag in which the Rags were 
crowded, (at this time inſtead of a Bag they made ule of an old 
Net) which he let fall out of his Hand, his Young-Maſter chid 
him for his Negligence, and ask d him, why. he let go his hold, 
to whom James made no other anſwer but by crying out, Ford 
K ICT IINE 5 r 
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1 
Lord have Mercy on me, I believe I am ftruck with Death; for he 
was ſuddenly taken with a violent Sickneſs, inſomuch that he 


grew wonderful pale, his Strength- failed him, and he ſu eat 


ſtrangely, yet at the ſame time quak'd and ſhiver'd at that rate, that 


when ſome of his Company had brought him ſome Liquor, 


which they hoped might chear and revive his Spirits, he wasno 
way able to lift the Cup they gave him to his Head; he fpoke to 
fome about him to deſire his Maſter's leave to go home, for, as 
he ſaid, he believ'd himſelf as certainly ſtruck with Death as ever 
any Man was: His Maſter yielding to his Requeſt he made home- 
wards, and having gone about an hundred Paces from the Houſe 
he grew ſo faint he was not able to keep His Legs any longer, 
but was forced ſit down on the Ground; where having fate 
a while, he ſomewhat recover'd himſelf, got up and made for- 


ward about an hundred Paces more, when he fell down againſt 
a Bank, and wept, and er yd out, ſaving, Lord have Mercy upon 


my poor Sgul, for I am not a fit Man tu die at this time; e moved 
from thence, went forward, and in a Field fell down again, where 


he lay for ſome time as one in a Trance; the ſenſe of Vivifi- 
cation being ſuſpended for a While: during this time he 
declares there was repreſented to him, A glorious place full of 


light and Brinhtneſs, where he ſaw Perſons that look'd joyful aud 


happy, with whom he would have joined himſelf, but was not per. 
"mitted : Then was he lad (as he apprehended) to a place on his 


fi- hand, where he found a wonder ful darkneſs ; and after that ſaw 
4 moi? terrible and aftoi0/* ing Fire, wherein he heard many Perſons 
roaring, and condemning themſelves for their Sins : Immediately He 
thourht le faw a Company of Judges fitting (as lie expreſſes it, juſt 
as they do at the Old-Bayly ) he was called up Le fore them and bi. 


amgzned, and fo the jecond time, and likewiſe the third, at which 


time he thought he ſaw and read the Catalogue of all the Sins that 
he had committed throurhout his whole Life; for which he was co 
Arined ta the Fire he had before ſeen : Hereupoa Che faith) Je 
cry d out, Lord, Lord, be merciful ro me and ſpare me a little 
longer, that ! may become a new Chriſtian ; pen which he rh 
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me of thoſe glorious Perſons came and reprievd him: Hereupon 
je comes to himſelf, but found himſelf ſtill fick and faint; He 
crambled up upon his Knees, and pray d, That the Lord would 
rengthen him that he might ſee his Brother before he ay 4. Having 
pray d, he got up, and coming to the ſight of his Brother, who was 
it a Store-houſe near, ſpoke to him in this manner; Oh Hear Bro- 
ther, I believe I am ſtruck with death, aud therefore defire to ſpeak 
three or four words with you before ¶ die, to ſer if Tcanmake you ſen/r- 
ble how great Sinners we both have been. Brother I am no Man for this 
ver Verld, repent of your Wickedneſs, for tho you have not been fo great 
ne. 2 Sinner as my ſelf, yet you have been a wonderful great Sinner. God 
ue Hos whether I ſhall live till you come home, and therefore ] long'd 
or to ſee you, to pray you that you do not break the Sabbath, as you have 
ate] Leen us'd to do, nor live that:wicked Life yog, have. lid. Ol. 
or. Brother, what Foy will there be in Fleaven amony the Angels tha! 
a ſuch a Sinner as I return, Having diſoours d his Brother to this 
von purpoſe, he made the beſt of his way home, where he did not 
Vea continue long fick, God having awaken d his Conſcience, chang'd 
ro} and inclin'd his Will, was pleas d to releaſe him from it, and he 
if. is now as well as nat, „ſaving that he doth at ſometimes 
hel Sweat more than ordinary, and always quake and tremble when 
/ be hears any Swear. 
„% Some having heard this Account, may return upon me, par- 
or. furint mentes ; Is that which th been talk'd of in City and 
5 Country, by all degrees of Perſons, come to this? is there 
aol no more in it? Ianſwer, It may appear little to ſome, however, 
0, God by this little has Qed great and wondertul Matters ; 
bor not only is this Man reclaimd, ſtaining from his former 
it Leud Company, and Evil-doings, and behaving himſeif as 
one called and converted; but God has made that uſe of 
4 this little, that ſeven other, almoſt, if not altogetlier as vi- 
cious as himſelf, are check d, ſtarrt'd, convinced, and 1 hope, 
converted: Their Names are Samuel Noſencraft, the Brother, 
Jom Douglas, Jame Adams, Laurence Gibbel, Thomas Gier, d- 
ward Maſon,” and James Fowler; ſuch of tleſe as cannot read, "2 
n have 


" he 
he 
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have inſtead. of ſpending their Money in.Drunkenneſs, hit 


there with a School-Maſter to learn and inſtruct them; b 


whoſe help they frequently meet together to pray, read, an 
ſing Pſalms; moreover, they admoniſh all their former Ac 
quaintance (and ſuch Strangers as they, perceive need it 
to reform and amend their Lives; they have enter'd then 


{elves into a Religious Society, hoping that Converfatio) 
- with ſuch ſhall now have a greater Influence over them that 
ever Converiation with the Prophane and Irreligiaus had. | 
may add: farther of this James I ooſſencraft; It has been diver 
times obſery d that if any Swear he falls into a great Agony 
Sweating and Trembling ſtrangely. The 17th. of this Inſtan! 


July, a Farmer's Servant who came to Town for Rags, happen 
to Swear in the Haring of this James, but no ſooner had he te 


cover d from his Sweating-2nd Lrembling, than that he reprov' 
him, and told him after this manner, Friend, you look as if.) 
were in Jears, and may be have ſworn many times, I adviſo you ti 
Break off from this fiuful way, for afſuredly inben you come. to 2 
fick, you will have every Oath yau bawve ſworn come to your remen 
, brruce, This he ſpoke with ſuch a feeling apprehenſion ant 
ſenſe, that his Advice wrought, and rhe rebuked Perfon promiſed 
amendment. In ſhort, referring for farther Information in thi 
matter to the Diſcourſe hereunto annex d, I dare vouch for thi 
Man, he is too ſimple to forge a thing of this nature; and I hop 
I may obtain that credit as to be thought that T know bette 


than to ſeek the promoting Religion and Reformation by Lies and 
Stories; but by what T have heard from, and perceive in th 


Man, I mean his gracious Words and Religious Endeavours, | 


doverily believe God hath begun a good work in him, and b) 
him in his Companions, and by them in others. 
hich good Work 7 beſeech God in due time to proſper, and 


. | a 1 y N 9 - $9? # 2 1 
perfect, to the Converting more, aud to the Glory of his grea 
* =, he 1 . 7 # 3 id N 12 ; $3 {+ 2 iir 
Name, through Jeſus Chi iſt our Lord. Amen. 
2.” Your Friend and Servant in the Truth, \ , . 
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The Sinner Converted: 


i 3 1 f 
e ermon on the happy Converſion of a 


4 EPHESIANS 2.1. 
1. id you hath he quickned who were dead in TreſpaſSes and Sins. 
en N- HE holy Scriptures are not barely accommodated to 
N 


| our intereſt, being ſufficent to make vs wiſe unto Sal- 
OV vation, but likewife to our delight, inaſmuch as they 
50ford us various inſtances of the Divine goodneis and mercy : . 
There we read a fair account of the Creatours Wiſdom and 
> 2ſove in upholding the univerſe, and providing for all his Crea- 
:2res: There we read of His Immenſe power in reſtraining the 
anWirit of ambitious Tyrants, and wonderfully preſerving the 
1(e(Fnocent, who were appointed as Sheep to the Slaughter; there 
thife read the irreſiſtable Authority of his word, who not only 
tiake the word and the Waters were Created; but ſpake to the O- 
1opikan, hitherto ſhall thy proud Waves come and no farther, and 
ttelſily vertue of that word they return not to cover the Earth ; 
andJnd in theſe holy Pages we alſo read the ſweetneſs of his mercy 
thqſnd the miraculous efficay of his grace, that takes up blind, mad, 
's, Ind reſolute Sinners, in the hight of their career, how though 
bey be like the Horſe and Mule fiery and Head ſtrong, yet his 

Prace can rein them in, not permitting them to run out their 
anꝗntended Courſe: And by this he convicts and converts unruly 
reainners, ſuch as neither fear God nor regard Man; and pre- 
ares them for Heaven, who with their uttmoſt induſtry were 
ting themſelves for Hell. K 


; Rae og. 
P. 


_ afterwards more pleas'd to offer up his own,and become a Ma 


Martyr, and from the Gallows was tranſlated to Paradice 


the name of the Lord; give me leave to tell you, he whole 


Magdalane ſeven Devils, he was with Saul a Blaſphemer and 4 


Of this ſweetneſs of mercy in God, and of this power of 1 
grace towards the Romans, the Apoſtle here ſings 'I'riumpliunſi 
Iy, and betides this of the Text, we find in ſacred Record thr: 
other, as Mary Magdaiane who was relcu'd and deliver'd, cal} 
an converted, ſanctify d and Sav'd, notwithſtanding ſeveifi 
Devils had for ſometime held her Hart in poſſeſſion: The lik 
wonder of grace we read in the converſion of Saul, who of 
Blaſphemer, became an adorer of the name of Jeſus; of a crul 
and bloody Perſecutor, he by the grace of our Lord Teſuſ 
Chriſt became a powerful, laborious and zealous Preacher, an 
as ready as he had been to ſhed the Blood of Believers, he wi 


tyr for the bleſſed Jeſus. *” ; 1 
And how are all gracious Hearts affected and delighted, nz 
even raviſhed with the mercy and goodneſs of God ? and ho- 
doe they adore the power of his grace, when they contemplat 
the ſudden, and the thorough,though late, converſion of the The 
on the Croſs ? this perſon had ſpent his whole life in the ſer 
vice of the Devil, yet in the very Article of his Death by grad 
became a Saint of God, from a Theif was converted unto @' 


where he was an eye witneſs of that Rejoycing, with which 
the holy Angels celeberate the converſion of a Sinner. 
When we read ſuch paſſages of Scripture, what can we di 
leſs than extol the compaſſion and love of God to us the Chil 
dren of Men? And humbly acknowledge that his ways ar 
paſt our finding out, and the workings of his grace ſurpaſſing 
our underſtanding. =. _ 
Bleſſed be God, we of this Pariſh (as we have the hard 
Hearts and ungracious lives of ſome to bewail) ſo we have 
the awakening, quicking, converting and railing of others tt 
praiſe God for. And that I may excite you with me to magniiy 


converſion we now glorify Gud for, had once like Mar 


Per- 


ff rſecutor, and in ſome reſpects as great a Theif as he that ex- 
111nired on the Croſs : And yet where Sin once abounded, Gods 
thr$ace hath abounded much more. ag abc 


cal For any thing we know a Legion of Devils might have poſ- 
eve$(s'd him, but theſe he confeſſes did. ET 
> lik 1t A Drunken Devil, 2d a Luſtful Devil, zdly a Swearing 
of kurſing and Blaſpheming Devil, and this held him in ſub. 
eru$cti0n as a Maſter Devil; for tho this poor Wretch paid obe- 
TeſyſicAce to others, yet moſt was to this. For I heard Him humbly 
anlonfeſs that he never Drank, but that as faſt as he ſwallow'd 
 wallown his Liquor, he belched up Oaths and Curſes; by which 
Ma 


canes, the ſame minute he Sacrificed to the Devil of Drink. 
le highly provoaked the God of mercy to Damn and Con- 
nal bund him; and that nothing pleaſed him better, than when 
hoy} open Streets he Swore, Curs'd and Band, ſo that as one un- 
plallean Devil over heated his Brain, the other overmaſterd his 
Theiß ongue. 5 
ſell 4. He was alſo under the power of a prophane Devil, to 
zraqyhom he paid a full Tribute of Sabath breaking: This was 
to Ine of his moſt pleaſing Recreations, viz. to pollute the Lords 
dio Day, and to ſlight and diſpiſe the ordinances of Chriſt, and 
hid faithful a Slave was he to this evil Spirit, that he was never 
ontented when he did {ingly miſpend and prophane the Sab- 
e dÞath, unleſs he had prevail'd on others to Joyn with him in 
Nhilfſuis Tranſgreſſion: 
ar 5- The next of his Maſters, was an obſtinate and a refr® 
ſſingftory Devil; for as he confeſſes when his aged Mother beſought 
um with Tears, that he would not bring her hoary Head to the 
har Prave with forrow, and when ſhe with all immaginable 
havlildneſs gave him counſel in order to Reclaim him, and 
 toſſyhen ſhe was back d by other faithful Friends in this her pious 
nifſend charitable Deſign, then would he ſtretch all the Brains he 
hoſed to make may-Game of her and them; he gave them leave 
Hanſto fay ſometimes what they pleas'd, but was always reſolv'd 
nd ind bent to doe after his own liſt. 2 
Per-“ B 2 4. He 


which employ'd and aſſiſted him in the deriding all manner 


 fumel in extravagant Drinking and Madneſs : 


hath Blaſphemed the holy name of Jeſus innumerable timgn 


6. He was under ſubjection to a ſcoffing; flouting Spirſhi 


Religion, and laughing out of countenance all Modeſty art. 
Sobriety. Mr oo ny mn Wy” Fo . t 

7. He was Vaſlal alſo to a prodigal Spirit, who though 
he might permit him to Labour and take Pains, yet would fr 
not conſent that the produce thereof, ſhould either be wiſe 
laid out (or carefully Husbanded) but ordered all to be co 


a 
6 
| . 
Farther the Perſon of whom I am diſcourſing, did in Perſſhi 
cution and Blaſphemy out do Saul: For he has declar'd, that H 
And that he knew no other uſe to make of his Wounds than 
tare them wider with his unhallowed Tongue, and to tread ti 


moſt precious Blood of the Son of God under his moſt u 


godly Feet, a bitter Pefſecutor he was expoling any for tiſa 
bare appearance of Religion and Virtue, he cared not to eff 


ter the Kingdom of Heaven, and by his good will none elſſ 
ſhould. 5 DE t 


And laſtly we may truly ſay in many Reſpects, he was \ 


a notorious a Theif as he that Suffered on the Croſs ; he w{ 


ſo to God, Robbing him as much as poſſibly he could of th 
ſervice and glory which was due unto him; he was a Thief 


all means and opportunitys of Grace,and conſequently Robbin 
and ſpoyling it of all hopes of Life and Glory; he was alſo 


| 
his own Soul likewiſe Stealing, and carrying that away fro. 


_ devouring Theif to others, Stealing from them their Grad 


cious Time. 

Yet of this Perſon I can with great Joy and equal truth pri 
nounce he hath obtained Mercy, and the grace of our Lor 
Jeſus Chriſt hath been exccedingly abundant towards hi 
For he hath quickned, and I hope will fully convert and $a 
Aify him that was thus dead and buryed in Treſpaſſes and Sin 
An Angel was once ſent toCornelius 10 Acts 3. 4. to wp 

= n 


Virtue, good Thoughts and Purpoſes, and eſpecialy their pr 


Spirghim that his Pt ayers and Almes were come up for a Memo- 
nner $jal before God, and to direct him by ſending for the Apiſtle 
ty art. Peter to come to the full knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; though 
t hath not pleaſed God to ſeiid one of thote heavenly Embaſla- 
thouSours to aſſure us, that the devout Prayers and charitable con- 
ld Iributions of ſome well diſpoſed Perſons in this Pariſh are aſ- 
wiſeended to him. Yet I conceive he has given a ſufficent Proof 
e coſhereof,in that he hath remunzrated our Labour of Lov: to poor 
znorant Children, by his late miraculous awakening, con- 
Perſſrincing and converting ſome ignorant, looſe and wicked Per- 
hat ons among us: And we hence may gather great Encourage- 
timMent to continue and abound in works of this Nature, for as 
jan nuch as we are thus happily aſſured, that our Labour ſhall 
id tiſhot be in vain in the Lord. keg | 
t uf The words of the Text, Originaly belong to the Epheſzans, 
Ir tfjand deſcribe th-ir cafe and condition, when the Apoſtle firſt 
to efſcame among them, they were dark and blind in their under- 
> elftanding worſhipping Idols, their Hearts were hardened 
through the deceitfuineis of Sin; and the wiles of Satan, they 
as q were ſo addicted to gratify their corrupt deſires, and thereby 
led into ſuch enormous Crimes, that they were as Dead hav- 
ing no more power to depart from their wicked ways and to 


Ito unlooſe his Grave Cloaths and free himſelf from his Sepul. 
Jchre, they were not only blind in the commiſhon ef Sins, but 
were ſtupify'd, and as Dead in their wicked ways, paſt all 
hopes of Recovery by bare humane meanes. PE 
He is naturally Dead whote S.,ul is ſeparated from his Fody, | 
theſe Epheſians were Spiritually Dead though they enjoy d 
K « Life, in that their Souls were deſtitute of the grace of 
Od. | 
They were Dead with reſpect to their Reaſon alſo, inaſmuch 
as the Apollle, 1ſt Cor. 15 32, accounts it no injury to call them 
the Beaſts of Epheſus. they held tuch beaſtly Principles and 
were gulity of ſuch beaſtly practices, that the glory of Man | 
TD hood. | 


change their ungodly courſe of Life, than the dead Man has 


plorable that they live perſuing the ſame methods with the 


hood, their reaſon and underſtanding ſeem'd to be Dead ar 
totally loſt. 5 TS BB Log 2 
From the words we may collect theſe two Propoſitions, Ince 

1. Unconverted, unregenerate and habitual Sinners, whd T 
live without the grace and fear of God, indulging themſelyÞt# 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, are no better than dead Perſons. gh 
2. That God is able when he pleaſes by his Grace and hoj$8d 
Spirit, to convert, regenerate and reclaim ſuch dead PerfongÞe: 
You hath he quickned who were dead in Treſpaſſes, HE who raiſe! 
Chriſt from the Dead, Eph. 1. 20, after that he had been 
Crucify'd, Dead and Buried, he hath quickned and raiſed youſþ © 
The former of theſe Propoſitions will ſerve to diſcover unÞþal 
to us the wretched State of fallen Men, the latter will illuſtratchur 
the goodneſs of God and the power of his Grace, the firſt wil 
direct us to Humility. The 2d to glorify God for his mercy taſſon 
our ſelves and others, whem he ſhall pleaſe to call out of thatſſite' 
wretched State. Tr , 
I. That unconverted, unregenerate, and habitual Sinners L. 
ſuch as live without the grace and fear of God, indulging them Na. 
ſelves in Treſpaſſes and Sins, are no better than dead Perſons Ph 
Man lives a Life in common with the Beaſts, this is thelſſhe 
Life of ſenſe. It is not in Relation to this Life, that I term the 
unregenerate and habitual Sinners dead, for it is viſible and de 


Beafts, gratifying their ſenſes, and making proviſion for the 
Fleſh, the deſires and Appetites whereof wholy influence and 
command them. 

Man alſo liveth a Life of reaſon; he had a Talent of reaſon 
beſtow'd on him, whereby he was able to Judge and diſcern 
between Good and Evil, what he ought to embrace, and 
whar he ought to ſhun. Hereby he might have been directed 
to ſerve God and manage himſelf in all reſpects ; but by the 
fall of Adam this noble faculty was both blinded and weakned, 
that it neither diſcerneth what is beſt, nor is able to govern, fl 
and keep in due order the Paſſions 'and Appetites. But Bot 
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ay | king the advantage of dark and diſabled Reaſon have ever 
ce dragg'd and hurried it about at Pleaſure. CE 
yu That natural and unregenerate Men, live not the Lif2 of 
elcaſon, that is, are not guided by the dictates and principles of 
ght Reaſon, is obvious to every nice obſerver of their Words 
Oland Actions, by which a fair gueſs may be likewiſe made of 
naher thoughts, and there are ſeaſons wherein they who are all 
ſedor Reaſon, diicover none; F 
gell But there is a Sublimer kind of Life granted to Man, wich 
ou called a Spiritual Life, or Life ot Grace. As when he 
1nFralks with God, and lives to God, making the glory and hon- 
atchur of God the ultimate end of his Thoughts, Words and 
il@Ations, and to this way of living the unregenerate, the un- 
toffonverted and habitual Sinners, are ſuch utter Strangers, that 
latfhey are rightly eſteemed and taken for Dead. . 
We collect as much from our Saviours ſaying Mat. 8. 22, 
7e Li the Dead bury their Dead, the dead in Sin bury the dead in 
m. Nature: Ungodly prophane and irreligious Perſons are walking 
1sÞhoſts, their Bodys ſerving as Coffins to carry up and down 
hefhetr dead Souls. | HE 
hel Chriſt is the life of the Soul, in whom therefore he liveth 
let, there can be no Life, no Spiritual Life; upon this account 
hehe Apoſtle judged of the Wanton Widdow that neglected her 
neffelfe and her charge, that ſhe was dead while ſhe lived 1 Tim. 5. 6+ 
dj Heathens have not been altogether unaquainted with this 
otion, wittneſs. Gum careat purd mente cadauer agit; The Soul 
s the Man, and when that is delighted in, and given up to all 
anner of Uncleanneſs, the Man is dead; Many may have a name 
live, who notwithitanding are realy dead, Rev. 3. 1, they live 
0 the World but are dead to God, a Spiritual Lethargy or 
Dead-Palſy has overſpread them, they are dead alſo inaſmuch 
is they are obnoxious to Death. We reckon them dead in Law, 
„ho have receiv'd ſentence of Condemnation, notwithſtand- 
Ing they are Repreiv'd for a few days. 
But our aſſertion is farther true. That the unregenerate 
un- 
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unconverted and habitual Sinners are dead, in as much as th. 


are void of the Life of Grace, they have not the principles off. 
Spiritual Life, Faith, Love and Obedience, and aſſoon (þ; 0 
a breathleſs Corps perform the office of natural Life, as ſuc 10 
Perſons continuing in that State) diſcharge the duties whit t 
beſpeak and become a Spiritual Perſon; on the contrary . 
their works are by the Spirit of God accounted dead Work 
Such as the works, ſuch are the Workers, ſuch as do de: 
Works are dead Perſons, dead to God and his Grace. 
We will for our farther Satisfaction here conſider ſuch Pf 
ſons but in three reſpects: Their Thoughts, their Senſe &. 
Apprehenſion, and their Motion, theſe are indications of Lif 4 
if therefore we find them wanting in theſe Perſons, we mal... 
ſafely conclude them void of Life. 8 1143 % 
1. As to their Thoughts, undoubtedly theſe unhappy Pe = 
ſons are ſo far dead that they have loſt their faculty of Thinſih 
_ t 
He that gave us being, and by whom we live, and mos a 
and are continued in that being, muſt be allowed to be the ſuf}, 
and proper object of our Thoughts, what ever elſe enters into oij 
Minds muſiſcome in by way of Subordination to him; and Goff, 
himſelf declares P/. 10. 4, that he has no place in the thought, 
of wicked and unſanctfy'd Perſons ; ſo far from thinking qc 
God as he ought is the unconverted Sinner, that his Heaff, 
thinketh, nay hopeth there is no God F/. 14. 1. and if yo, 
will over-perſuade him to acknowledge a Deity, yet he wiſh, 
not think theDeity ſees or takes any notice of them, andour A, 
poſtle doth cleer this, for ſpeaking of theſe Epheſzans Eph 2. Iiſit 
before their Converſion, he declares they were not only with 
out Chriſt, but without God. And what Life can you ſuppol, 
they have who ſtudiouſly and diligently run from the Fountaiſto 
EG TRA Ski 3 W 
That the Ox goes ſo gently and quict!y to the Slaughter; 
houſe no wonder, ſeeing God hath not given him the power ff; 
Thinking. And though God at firſt conceeded this faculty im 
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th Man can you believe he retain it, if you ſind him playing at 
„e Hole of the Ag, rejoicing, merry-making in the Pen of 
ute Cockrtrice, ſleeping ſecurdy. upon the top of a Mall, in the 
uqugheſt ſtorms of Divine Vengeance; Can you believe that God 
his. in their thoughts who can play wih his Thunder - bolts? be 
V Anaconcern d at his Threatnings 2 and make a mock at the Calls, 
AHntreaties, and Incitations of his Mercy 2 that can reſolutely 
ded}. olate his Laws? Prophane his Days? Ridicule his Goſpel and 
p,þ-cad under Foot the molt precious Blood of his only begotten 
* on? it is againſt all ſenſe and reaſon it is not Charity but 
- Simplicity to think that Perſon thinks on God as a Judge who 
Lit auſeleſly and boldly at every Breath calls upon him to damn 
mand confound him? yet all theſe, and many more Treſpaſſes 

and Sins ſuch Perſons are guilty of; whence we mult neceſſarily 
Pe conclude them not only to be degenerated into Beaſts, but that 
they are dead while they live, having caſt away that indication 

of Life, their thinking faculty. RD, 7 | 
102. It will farther appear, if we conſider the ſame Perſons s 
ſo to the uſe. and exerciſe of their Senſe. 53 
Our Eyes were principaily given us to look upwards, yet 
Oqqcne Eyes of obſtinate Sinners are either roving or dejected; 
zulfcur Ears to attend the Word of God, and gather Rules from 
> thence for the pious regulating our Converſation ; yet the Ears 
caJof ſuch are generally choak d and block'd up by worldly Cares 
Y and Pleaſures, and they cannot hear fo as to underſtand and 
Wifbe converted: As for feeling and apprehending either Good 
or Evil, that Apoſtle hath obſerv'd, Epheſ. 4. 19. they are paſt 
Ft, time was, its poſſible, that their Conſciences were tender and 
Iyfott, and did ſmite them for their evil Words and Doings, but 
os continued cuſtom in Sin hath harden d and cauterized them 
Lllto that degree, that neither Preaching nor Praying, Miſery nor 
{Mercy mollifies them, they are of ſuch a dead and dedolent 
Diſpoſition, that if yoꝝ apply the Fire of God's fierce Anger to 
them they ſtart not out of their wicked Courſes, they feel no 
more than a dead Man when you lay Coals to his Fleſh ; or if 
Via * you 
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you proclaim the glad tidings of the Goſpel, Mercy, Grace, and$e 
Peace they work not on them. In ſhort, theſe are ſo defperat$vh 
as wilfully to ſhut their Eyes, and cloſe their Ears for fear the o 
ſhould at any time hear or ſee the things which concern theif.y' 
preſent and future happineſs; they triumph in doing Evil, andpor 
boalt in the report thereof, their Foreheads have leſſer ſenſe ofpiv 
Modeſty than thoſe of common Strumpets ; and they are ſchoſt 


far from feeling and repenting, by the weight of Guilt, or thdnu 


burthen of Puniſhment, that you may with as much eaſe chang; 
the Skin of the Leopard, or colour of a Negro, as reform themþm 
in the leaſt of their evil Habits ; their Reaſon is become a4 
ſlave to their Paſſidns, their Members Servants to Unrighteouſn 
neſs, and their Conſciences Vaſſals to the Prince of Darkneſs Þui 
And how can we ſay leſs of ſuch than that they are dead > 
3. Unregenerate, unconverted, and habitual Sinners, areÞþ0' 


dead in their T reſpaſſes and Sins, if you judge of them by theirÞp: 
” Co e 4 


Motion. 1 TIE! TH, Try 
The practice of Godly Perſons, ſuch as have the Life of Grace 


in their Souls, is to walk with God, ſo to move and act as theyÞe! 


may beſt pleaſe and honour him, but the Feet and Ankle BonesÞ! 
of perverſe and habitual Perſons want ſtrength for ſuch Motion Þf 
they can go downwards in the way that leads to deſtruction 
they make haſte, none ſhall go before them in this broad andPi 
high Road; they will with Ahimaaz run though they be notſie 


ſent; but on the contrary, the way to Life they fancy too ſtrait, eil 


too narrow, they cannot think of keeping in it. 0 
Nor do they only want ſtrength in their Feet, but in theirPe 
Hands alſo ; the Sinews of theſe are ſtrangely ſhrunk up and 


dry'd; ſo that they can neither lift themſelves up to God in 


Prayer, nor ſtretch themſelves forth to Man in Charity; it is} 
true, they can and do too often put themſelves forth to work 
wickedneſs; but if you put the Word of God, or any other 


good Book into them, as if they had the Palſie they ſhake and 
rn my 1 8 


And although theſe Perſons vainly boaſt that their Tongues P- 
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19 
dre their own, yet how frequently do they diſcover the contrary, 
then they cannot move them to the ſpeaking of one good 
eyMord 2? it is true, the greater the ſhame, they can with pleaſure 
ei ye, Curſe, and Swear, tell an obſcene Story, or (ing a drunken 
nd$ong, yet they cannot pour forth a Prayer, or deliver a Thankſ- 
ofiving, to ſuch purpoſes their Tongues ſerve them not, but have 
(oſt all motion; in ſuch like things they are Tongue-ty'd, as 
helnute as Fiſh, nay as dumb as the dead. ' 
gel To go a ſtep farther, and convince you, that the Perſons I 
-mbm ſpeaking of are dead in their Treſpaſſes and Sins: F 
a The dead are laid out of ſight, and where do theſe live but 
un the Land of Darkneſs, where all things are forgotten, their 
ſs:guilty Conſciences compel them to keep leaſt in fight. 
The Dead are laid in Graves and Sepulchers ; and that the 
reþouls of ſuch Sinners are ſo laid as dead, any that come near the 
eirbpen Sepulcher of their Throats mult believe; nay, that they 
ave been long dead by the noiſom ſtanch that cometh thence. 
cel The Dead have ponderous Stones laid npon their Graves and 
eyþepulchers ; and theſe Sinners have an intolerabſe weight of 
1csuilt lying upon their Conſciences, which not all the Angels 


n apf Heaven can row] away. 5 ES 
5. The dead are in ſo deep a Sleep, that it is beyond the power 
ndÞf Man to awaken and raiſe them to Life; and in as deep a 
1otficep are unregenerate and habitual Sinners, whom nothing in- 
it, feriour to the Divine Power of Chriſt can raiſe; for it is he, and 
e alone, that by His Grace and Holy Spirit quickneth ſuch as 
eirkre dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. mot. PO 
nd} And thus I proceed to diſcourſe on our Second Propoſition. 
in | 
- is} 11. Propoſition. That God is able when he pleaſes, by his Grace 
kl and Holy Spirit, to convert, regenerate, and reclaim ſuch 
ler! dead P erſons. | Y 
nd 


Jo quicken is to revive, to give Liſe to what was formerly 
nesPead ; and in the cafe under Conſideration, it is to infuſe 
are] C--S Grace 
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this quickning is, and wherein it conſiſts: Secondly, That God. 
brought about. Fourthih, The 


of God, he not only defac d, but quite difrob'd himſelf of thi 


not the things of the Spirit of Go 


ting again, when we are begotten by the Word of God, whe 


ro God by Faith, Love, and Obedience, 


1 

Grace and Spiritual Life inte an untegenerate and unmertift 
Soul. J 1 IIA 5 712 1 5 9 £79 JV 571 70fln. No 5 ID 
In handling of this Point, my purpoſe is firſt to ſhow, what 


mM 
G 


is the Author of it. Thirdly, The Method" by Which it is 


Þ At ae Perſons who are quickned 2 
The dead in Treſpaſſes aud $1." * V4 55 th 13 i s of 
- 1. What this quckang hs. 7 7 967 9.955 1177 2:00:80 
Man, when he firſt came from the Hand of God, was ar"! 
holy and righteous Creature, his Body was fitted with Mem” 
bers, and his Soul endowed with Qualities capable to know 
ſerve, and enjoy God; but upon his tranſgreſſing the Commant 


glorious Image, ſaving that ſome few Lines are remaining i 
his Soul, but miſerably blur'd and impaird, inaſmuch as a. 
univerſal Corruption hath invaded his whole Nature, his Un 
derſtanding being dark and confus'd as to the apprehenſion off * 
natural things, but quite blind as to Spiritual, according tit 
that of our Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 7 The natural Man recei vet 
„ for they are fooliſhneſs uni * 
him, neither can he know them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern © 
His Will is froward and perverſe, and will not incline to its pra 
per Intereſt, his Affections are ſenſual, diſorderly, and ungovern 
able; and this corruption of our Nature is in Scripture terme 
the Fleſh, the Old Man, and alſo the firſt Death, in that th 
Soul of Man having loſt the Grace of God is dead, and mul | 
1 


abide ſo till quicken d again by God's Grace; and this is call! 


the New Man, the New Creature, our Regeneration or beget 


we are nouriſhed by God's Ordinances, cloathed with his Gracelſ 
and ſanctifi d and tutor'd by the Holy Spirit, who heals ouff 
Corruptions, and infuſes inte our Souls new Principles of Lite | 
whereby we are converted unto our Creator, forſaking ou | 
Luſts, and drawing from the World and Satan, we cleave u f 


2. Th 


# 


2. The next to be conſider' d, is the Author of this quick- 
ning; this converting of a Sinner to newneſs of Life : It is 


1 
hat Cod, and God only : So it is alſo written, 1 Cor. 15. 44. The 


irſt Man Adam was made a living Soul; after God had framed 
his Body out of the Duſt, he breathed into him a reaſonable 
Ind immortal Soul, by which his Body was made alive, and 
moved. The laſt Adam, Jeſus Chriſt; God and Man, was 


100 
* 


made a quickaing Spirit, quickning by his Grace and Holy Spi- 


rit all his Members: The firſt was a Miniſter of Death, tranſ- 
Imitting his Guilt, and the evil conſequences thereof to his Po- 
ſterity. The ſecond a Prince of Life, purchating by the Me- 
rits of his Obedience and Sufferings, Grace for the raiſing and 
quickning thoſe that the firſt had kill'd. That nothing inferior 
to the Divine Power can raiſe ſuch as are dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins is made manifeſt by Scripture and Experience. 
| It is God that taketh away the Heart of Stone, and giveth a - 
new Heart of Fleſh, Ezek. 1 1. 19. 2 Cor. 5. 17. It is by Chriſt 


and made new Creatures, that all old things are done away, 
I aud all things become new in us. It was a Divine Power that 


the Son of God, by his Grace and Spirit that we are recreated - 


created Man at firſt, ſeeing he was created in the Image of God. 


ro and no other can remake, and ſtamp that Image upon him. 
Jo open the Eyes of the Blind, to ſoften Hearts harder than 
zel the nether Milſtone, to deliver Souls out of the ſtrong Mans 
hand, to open the Prifon-doors, and ſet the Captives free, to 
ul awaken and quicken them to his Service who were in a dead 
of Sleep, is a Work only fit for God, and where-ever we ſee it 
ei wrought we muſt acknowledge the Finger of God. 9 
el And as God alone can thus ſee that Man may walk humbly 
| with his God, it is covenient that he know, God doth this 
great work of quickning ſuch as are dead in Treſpaſſes aud | 
fell Sins of his meer free Grace, there is not the leaſt Merit or 
Deſert in us. This merciful and gracious Viſitation proceedeth : ! 
inf folely from God's everlaſting Love, who as our Apoſtle, Fpb.x. 4. | 
declareth, bath choſen us in Chriſt before the foundation of n | 
| | Hor ld. 
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World, that we ſhould be holy and without blame before him 
'Tis true, this Love is not made known to the Elect but af 
their Converſion, however it began from all Eternity; when . 
we were polluted with our Blood, when we walk'd in the” 
ſhadow of Death, were utter Strangers from the Life of God, 
he had compaſſion for us, he loved us as Veſſels fore-ordain'd 
for Glory, and Heirs of the Grace of Life. 
Experience alſo ſubſcribes to this, that God only quickensif 
the dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; for if you ask from the begin- 
ning, you will find all that ever were converted from their 
Evil-courſes,, aſcribing their Converſion and quickning to 
newneſs of Life, unto God, and to his Grace. And to this end 
| was that Prayer, Jer. 31. 18. Turn thou me and I ſhall be turned, 
| for thou art the Lord my God. None but the Lord can turn a 
* * 2 
1. Let us enquire of Nature and Art, if they can befriend us 
in this matter, and we ſhall find but ſmall comfort thence, 
good Education, ingenious Converſation, diligent Reading, 
and caretul Imitation, may lick us ſomewhat fair, and put us 
into ſome tolerable form; but all theſe, and whatever elſe N 
human ſtrength can furniſh us withal, ſhall never change our 
Hearts, make us Chriſtians indeed, or teach us to live the life 
of Grace, e 1 1 
h I muſt confeſs, ſome glimmerings of Light ſtill remain in 
the Soul, and the Law that God wrote on Man's Heart is not 
ſo totally obliterated, but that he can thereby diſcover ſome 
part of what he is to do or omit, and this is ſufficient to in- 
ſtruct Mankind in the. Duties of Morality, otherwiſe I fee no 
probability of preſerving humane Society in thoſe parts of the 
- Univerſe where the Goſpel hath not obtain d; but yet I may ſafe- 
| ly averr, this light is too weak to lead us out of every wicked | 
| way, or indeed to work in us that abhorrence of any, which 
becomes him who ns raiſed to newneſs of Life. And this is 
evident from the Apoſtle's Reaſoning with the Romans, Rom. 
6.21. What fruit had you in thoſe things of which you are now 
. aſhamed ? 


0 ( 23 ) 
Vamed? All your natural and acquired Light did never, nor 
ver could ſo convince you of the filthineſs, unreaſonableneſs, 
und danger of Sin, as the Goſpel and Grace of Chriſt hath 
lone ; for you now bluſh at what before you acted and de- 
ended, nay rejoyc'd and boaſted in. „ 

Whoever by natural Light attain'd a true eſtimate of Sin? 
ew upon that account have been brought to think ſo hardly of 
rofitable or pleaſurable Wickedneſs as they deſerv'd; and while 
ye are under the tutoring of Nature, it is no hard matter to 
xxrſwade us, that God can be ſo angry as to forget his Mercy, 
nd thence Sin draws great encouragement. _ 5 

We might enlarge and ſhow the fondneſs of Nature, how 
aady rt is to juſtiſie, excuſe, or extenuate the worſt of Doings ; 
1d where once Sin and Wickedneſs have taken deep root, how 
mpatient are ſuch Perſons of Reproof? they will rack their 
Vits in evading, or elſe flat contradicting the moſt convincing 
” Wrguments, and this you may collect from what our Lord 
Path taught, Joh. 3. 20. Every one that doth Evil hates the 
FTA neither, cometh he to the Light, left his Deeds ſhould be 
eproved, This then being a true report, it is in vain to rely 


- W3 our natural Powers, to convince us of our ſinful and wretched 
© Write, VV ng cy 
. If we repair to our Conſciences, and hope for aſſiſtance 
t Pom them we ſhall be miſerably deluded. 


Conſcience, which is a faculty in the Soul of Man, taking 
otice of all his Actions, Words, and Thoughts, was ſet up 
s the Candle of the Lord; and without all peradventure 
ts native purity was capable to diſcharge its Office, in direct- 
Pa us both to the performing of our Duty, and abſtaining. 
4 Em all things unlawful and prohibited, it did commend and 
h ondemn proportionably to Man's Behaviour; but this alſo 
5 
1 
w 


fer d in the fall of Man, fo that it is grown weak in diſcern- 
5 and reproving : And unleſs it be illuminated again by the 
race of God, they that follow it, follow but a blind Guide ; 


noreover, the greater ſtrength any Sin gains by cuſtom, be 
eſs 


1 24 7 = 
leſs feeling thereof is found in the Conſcience, ſo that either 
it gives us a falſe Judgment, through the ignorance that is in 
it, or elſe none, by reaſon of the ſtupefaction and numbnes 
gradually brought upon it; and to that paſs ſome have brought 
theirs, that it is but rare they perceive wherein they have 
any. 23944 19 84743) £ D M028 24 LETT 1097501711 
_ Beſides, the Conſcience is many times partial, and very oftey 
ſpeaks Peace, whereas there is no real ground for it; through 
Cuſtom it is become a Party with Sin; and Satan that ruleth 
in the Hearts of the Diſobedient, has ſuch variety of Colour, 
whereby to palliate his Temptations, that the worſt of doing 
meet with ſo favourable an Interpretation, as crooked thing 


are received for ſtrait, and Vice for Virtue; and to enlarge nd 


farther, Reaſon is ſo far in combination with the Father ot Si 


that it ſhows it ſelf in nothing more than in framing Excuſes} 


and mincing of what a ſeeing Conſcience cannot but condem 
ſo that it is not viſible how a natural Conſcience ſhould fo con 
vince a Sinner as to urge his Converſion, 1 2 
hut though neither Nature, our Parts, our Learning, or e 
ther Acquiſitions, nor yet our Conſciences can quicken u 
when dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, yet God can; he who by hi 
word produced Light out of Darkneſs, can, by the was 0 
- his Grace, infuſe Light into our Underſtandings, can raiſe u 
7 5 our Lethargy and Deadneſs, and quicken us to newneſ 
of Life. | De 3. 1 
3. The next Inquiry is after what manner God does quicker 
the dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. EE 
I take not upon me to ſhew, every way that God takes it 
breathing into the Souls of Sinners the ſupernatural Life o 
Grace; for when our Saviour was pleas'd to compare the Hoh 


Spirit (the chief Agent in this work) to the Wind, Joh. 3. 


he minded us of our. Ignorance, ſaying, That it blew where | 
lifteth, and that none of us knew whence it-cometh, or w 
ther it goeth, notwithſtanding we hear the ſound thereof 


thereby intimating, that the Spirit of God moves according 
| 1 | | 1 


RH 
Jo his own Pleaſure, and that we underſtand not all his Secret 


| Operations. 
The greater part of the Few who are effectually called, were 


Ml they demanded the preciſe time that the Holy Spirit was ſent 
{om God to ſpeak unto them; or the way and manner he 


inluſed into them his Quickning Grace, would find it as diffi- 
-vit to anſwer as to folve, Solomon's Riddle to the Anatomiſt, 
Lecleſ. 1 I. 5. to deſeribe the way of the Spirit; or how the 


7 


in fuſed into it, Theſe things are too high for Man's Under- 
ns ending; and meh he ſhould live long, he muſt let them 
ele n2 for ever : And the Reaſon David hath given us, Pſalm 
139. 14, 15. Man is wonderfully and curioully made in ſe- 


ol ct; none 8 the Eye of 1 was Privy to this great Work: 


Thc New Creation excceding the firlt, no wonder it is fo con- 
ol coal d and myſterious. However, though ſome are as much in 
the dark (a to the time and manner of thc! ir Converiion, Rege- 
neration, and Quickning) as the blind Man was how his Eyes 
were opened, and are ſatistied when they can fay in his Words, 


Whereas they w andred in Darkneſs, tliey now walk in the L glit; 
whereas when the Prince of Darknels ruled in their Hear ts, all 
things were in Confuſion, neither was God feared, Man re- 
3 , Or their own Souls pitied; now, bleſied be God, all 
is ler to rights. Yet there are others, whoſe Quickning has 
been more ſenſible and apparent as to thete Particulars ; and it 
ſtands upon Record how God has e xd {uch when dead Ty 
Ireſpaſſes and Sins. 

Ine Means whereby the great Work ot renewing and con- 


W\crting a Sinner is brought about are various. Some have 
been called by the Word ot God inviting them to Faith and 
Kepentance; and this is gencrally by Preac chi ng: And therefore 

y way of prev ention Haan Iabourcth to bring this Ordinance 
at of eſteem. This Calling proves ellectual when the Spirit 
i) | ay 


Bones do 1 in the Womb of her that is with Child; how 
ne Body "of Man | is formed, or when the reaſonable Soul is 


with the fame Truth, Whereas they were Lind, they now ſee 5 
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leſs feeling thereof is found in 


rheirs, that it is but rare they percei 
Beſides, the Conſcience is m 


in the Hearts of the Diſobedient, has ſuch variety of Colour, 
whereby to palliate his Temptations, that the worſt of doing 
meet with ſo favourable an Interpretation, as crooked: thing 
are received for ſtrait, and Vice for Virtue; and to enlarge no 
farther, Reaſon is ſo far in combination with the Father of Sin, 
that it ſhows it ſelf in nothing more than in framing Excuſes 
and mincing of what a feeing Conſcience cannot but condem; 
ſo that it is not viſible how a natural Conſcience; ſhould ſo con 
vince a Sinner as to urge his Converſioo. 
hut though neither Nature, our Parts, our Learning, or e 

ther Acquiſitions, nor yet our Conſciences can quicken w 
when dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, yet God can; he who by hi 
word produced Light out of Darkneſs, can, by the r 0 
his Grace, infüſe Light into our Underſtandings, can raiſe 
5 our Lethargy and Deadneſs, and quicken us to newnel 
of Life. 8 ** 1 

3. The next Inquiry is after what manner God does quicker 
the dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 

I take not upon me to ſhew, every way that God takes i 
breathing into the Souls of Sinners the ſupernatural Life oi 
Grace; for when our Saviour was pleas'd to compare the Hol 
Spirit (the chief Agent in this work) to the Wind, Joh. 3. 8 
he minded us of our. Ignorance, ſaying, That it blew where i 
liſteth, and that none of us knew whence it cometh, or w 
ther it goeth, notwithſtanding we hear the ſound thereof 
thereby intimating, that the Spirit of God moves accordi 
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Operations. 
The greater part of the Few who are ellectually called, were 
they demanded the preciſe time that the Holy Spirit was ſent 


infuſed into them his Quickning Grace, would find it as diffi- 
-vit to anſwer as to folve, Solomon's Riddle to the Anatomilt, 
Eeeleſ. 11+ 5. to deſcribe the way of the Spirit; or how the 
Bones do grow in the Womb of her that 1s with Child ; how 


Landing ; - and though he ſhould live long, he mult let them 
alone for ever: And the Reaſon David hath given us, P/alm 
139. 14, 15. Man is wonderfully and curioully made in ſe- 
cret ; none 2 the Eye of God was privy to this great Work: 
The New Creation excceding the firſt, no wonder it is ſo con- 
ccal'd and myſterious. However, though ſome are as much in 
the dark (a to the time and manner of thei ir Converiion, Rege- 
neration, and Quickning) as the blind Man was how his Eyes 
were opened, and arefatisfied when they can ſay in his Words, 
with the fame Truth, Whereas they were blind, they naw ſee : 
whereas they w andred 3 in Darkneſs, they now walk in the Light; 


things were in Confuſion, neither was God feared, Man re- 
carded, r their own Souls piticd; now, bleſied be God, all 
's ſer to 1 Yet there are others, hoſe Quickning has 
been more ſenſible and apparent as to theſe Particulars ; and it 
uſiinds upon Record how God has quickned ſuch when dead 1 in 
Ireſpaſſes and Sins. | 

Ine Means whereby the great Work of rene wing and con- 
Iverting a Sinner is brought about are various. Some have 


Repentance; and this is gencrally by Preaching : And therefore 
by way of prevention Satan laboureth ro bring this Ordinance 

Yout of elteem. 1 his Calling proves ellectual when the Spirit 
an- 


to his own Pleaſure, and that we underſtand not all his Secret 


from God to ſpeak unto them; or the way and manner he 


the Body of Man is formed, or when the reaſonable Soul i 18 
inluſed into it. Theſe things are too high for Man's Under- 


whereas when the Prince of Darkneſs ruled in their Ecarts, all 


been called by the Word of God inviting them to Faith and 
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annexes his Power thereto, and ſets the Word fo powerfully up: In 
on the Heart, that the Hearer is perſuaded and brought to O- We 
bedience. The Scripture is plentiful in inſtances of this nature. 
Again, others God is pleaſed toquicken by his extraordinary 
Providences whether of Mercy or Judgment. 
David was converted by a Series of Afflictions; Simon Pe- 
ter by a miraculous Draught of Fiſh ; and many at Chriſt's 
raiſing of the Dead. Very ſmall Means have ſometimes been 
eſfectual to the recalling of Sinners: For if the Spirit of God 
is pleaſed to co-operate, nothing can be fo mean as ro want its 
deſired effect. Thus we have heard how that Sentence off 
St. Auguſtin, Ele that hath promiſed Pardon to the Penintent, 
hath not promiſed Repentance to the preſumptuons Sinner, being 
wrote by a Diamond in a Paine of Glais, and accidental 
read by an inveterate Sinner, made a deeper Impreſſion on his 
Heart than what the Diamond had made on the Glaſs, and ra- 
ted me Reacer to Lite agar. 5 _ 

Such an accident alſo made way for the Converſion of that 
great Man before-mention'd : Tolle lege, Take up and read, was 
the Call he heard: the ſtrange Providence was the opening the 

Book at that place Not in Gluttony aud Drunkenneſs, not iſ 
Chambering and C zxtonne/5, Rom. 13. 1 
What eminent Converts have Sickneſs and Affliction made 
And hereby we may perceive the infinite Wiſdom of God, that. 
whereas theſe naturally eſtrange us from God, yet by tie 
workings of his Grace, they ſometimes bring the Suffer: 
nearer to him. This was the preſent Caſe which occaſion'd thy 
Diſcourie, Whilſt Health and Eaſe continued, neither Go! 
nor any manner of Goodneſs found room in this Man's Heart 
All his Care was to ſtraggle farther : But when, as he cor 


ceived, the Portion allotted him was totally conſumed, . 


1 


Ty 
N 
0 


Time and Strength at once coming to a Period, then was tiers 
Seaſon that God choſe to bring hm to himſelf, Thus did re!!! 
great Phyſician extract a Treacle out of the Viper, and madſaer 

the Apprehenſions of Death the Means of his Quickning ad 
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(12) 
ad by the Gates of Hell, to lead him to the Kingdom of 
JeaVeEn. i 1 Ws JE 35 | 
aur I muſt not forbear to tell you again, though God hath 
us, and can yet convert Sinners, raiſe the Dead in Treſ- 
aſſes and Sins by divers ways, yet his more common way is 
the preaching of his Word, which (as much Fooliſhnels as the 
Forld accounts it) is called, The Power of God unto Salvation, 
Cor. f. 18. And it may be taken for granted, that though 
od may call Men other ways, be rarely or never calls them 
hat flight, deſpiſe, and reject this ; and conſequently ſuch 
Tr ons that either in their Hearts contemn, or in their Words 
proach this Ordinance of God, have not that aſſurance of 
1cic Calling and Converſion, as they fondly perſwade theme 
Ves. 0 | 
But this we may take for a ſtanding Rule, that whatever be 
ne Means, or whenſoever the time of God's Quickning and 
onverting Sinners, the Holy Spirit 1s evermore the Principal 
gent, nothing is or can be done in this caſe without him; 
ay, without che exceeding greatneſs of his Power, as our Apoſtle - 
xpreſies it, Eph. 1. 18. no humane Power that rightly under- 
Poochit ſelf, ever yer attempted to raiſe the Dead; ſuch as llave 
een ſick and languithing have been holpen by Herbs; the 
ceping and ſlumbering have been awaken d by Noiſe ; but ha- 
tual Sinners, Perſons for a long time accuſtomed to do Evil, 
1d that with great Reſolution and Impudence, cannot fo pro- 
cry be ſaid to ſlcep, or to be ſick, as to be Stone-dead, they 
e buried in the grave of Sin; and if ever raiſed thence and 
ucken'd, the fame Divine Power that created them at firft 
nuſt Act herein. 
That we may the more admire the Goodneſs and Mercy 
God who takes ſuch notice of, and ſhews ſuch pity to Sin- 
Pers, Sinners of the higheſt Rank, moſt inveterate, molt re- 
Aellious, as to fend his Holy Spirit to convert and quicken 
Dem, we will a little conſider the difficulty of this work, 
nd that by comparing it with the work of Creation: Moſes 
giwes 


( 28 ) 
gives an account of the Creation, that the great difficulty g 
producing things in this beauty and excellency, in which w 
behold them, was, they were to be formed out of a Chaos, 
Confuſion, where was no diſpoſition to Form or Comelineß 
but in renovating a Sinner, there is not only an indiſpoſitio 
but an oppoſition alſo found; and for this reaſon is the Spin 
in this great work ſaid to firive with Man, and Sinners to r: 
ſiſt him. 1 : tat 
I ſhall now proceed to acquaint you with ſome Operation 
of the Spirit, in quickning thoſe who are dead in 7reſpaſ 
aud Sins. TT FSC 3, 
T. He convinces the Mind and Confcience, and illuminati 
the Underſtanding: and thus we find the Apoſtle intending th 
Converſion of the Fphejranf, pray'd, Epheſ. 1. 18. that. t 
Eyes of their Underſtanding might be enlighten d. | 
The Spirit of God convinces the wicked of their ſinful eſtarct 
he brings them to apprehend the nature ot Sin, and the wid 
edneſs ot their Lives; it is by his Light that the Law imprint n 
on the Heart of Man becomes legible; and that Candle of ris 
Lord in Man's Breaft, which pleafure and cuſtom in Sin hat! 
dimn'd, he inuffs; fo that the Sinner is fitred to read, as weir 
as the Law to be read, the Underitanding being clear d ans 
elevated, and then we come to ſee what manner of Perſons te 
are; for the greater the Sinner is in his wickedneſs, the ſecureſ o 
witnels the Mirth, nay Madneſs of ſuch; but when once this So fl 
rit ſhall viſit them,and bring the Law of God treſh to Mind, ar 
excite and alliſt their Conſciences to try the behaviour of the Si p| 
ner according to the Law of God, he dies, his Heart grows co 
in the midit ot his Body, and an horrible dread overwhelms hin h 
This St. Paul delivers experienced in us own caſe, Rom. 7. FI 
Without the Law ] was alive, but when the commandment can ® 
fin revived and [ died * While 1 kept the Law of God belkin a. 
my back | was at reſi, but when the Spirit of Grace brought 
Feſh to my Conſcience, and gave me a right underſtandin s 
as well as a fair remembrance of it, then ! died; I conclud: 


_ era i 
Imy ca. loſt and Head; and ſo much did this advance his Con- 
verſion, that as he beheld his Miſery ſo he delued to be deli- 
vered from it v. 24. O wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me. 
„When the Scrthes and Phariſes treated fo Subtly and zea- 
15Mtouſly with our Saviour, about the Condemnation of the Wo- 
man — yy in Adultery; we may obſerve our Lord? 
Joh. 8. 6. reminded them of the Law of God, and gave Com- 
miſſion to tuch as were without fault to Stone her, they | 
which heard this (the Spirit working together with the Word) 
v. 9. were convicted by their own Conſciences and ſhrank a- ö 
way, ſo far before were they from acquaintance with them. 
ſelves or judging their own evil doings, that they were all for | 


linveighing againſt others, but when the Law was laid before | 

them, their Conſciences Immediately Arraign'd, Gaſt and Con- 

demn'd themſelves. 

Did not the Spirit aid the Conſcience, there would be no 

cenviction either by Law or Goſpel, for Mens extravagant 

Love for their Sins would either overaw, or corrupt the judg- 
| 
| 


ment of their Conſcinces; but herein the power of the Spirit „ 
is ſeen that upon hearing Gods word, or minding attentiv-ly {| 
the works of. Providence towards us, our Sins are ſtraight ſet | 
in order before our” Byes, as David obſer ves, or we poſſeſs the 
[Sins of our Youth in the words of Fob, or elſe as it happened 
to the Samaritan Woman when the Spirit apply'd the words 
of Chriſt to her Heart, all that ever we. have done appears 
freſh to our Conſcience. 

Thus fared it with him of . have been ſpeaking, | it 
pleaſed him in whoſe Hands Lite and Death, Health and Sick- 
neſs are, to ſuffer a ſudden and violent Sickneſs to. overtake 
ain him. In his Sickneſs he apprended Death. Then did the Spi- 
rit of grace awake and revive ſome notions of a future Judg- 
ment, which this Perſon had formerly heard of, but forgot 
and thrown aſide, and theſe being at this inſtant cloſely 
1} preſs'd upon his Conſcience convinced him off his wretched 
State, and drew from him that Confeſſion and Prayer, Lora 
1: | | E L, a1E 
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(28 ) 
gives an account of the Creation, that the great difficulty g 
producing things in this beauty and cxcellency, in which q 
behold them, was, they were to be formed out of a Chaos, 
Confuſion, where was no diſpoſition to Form or Comelineß 
but in renovating a Sinner, there is not only an indiſpoſition 
but an oppoſition alſo found; and for this reaſon is the Spin 
in this great work ſaid to ſtrive with Man, and Sinners to r: 
fff him. 1 5 
I ſhall now proceed to acquaint you with ſome Operatio! 
of the Spirit, in quickning thoſe who are dead in 7reſpaſi 
aud C795, | | 2 | | | | 
1. He convinces the Mind and Confrience, and illuminat 
the Underſtanding : and thus we ind the Apottle intending th 
Converſion of the FEpheſranF, pray'd, Ephef. x. 18. that to 
Eyes of Ui Underſianding might be enlighten, | 
The Spirit of God convinces the wicked of their ſinful cla 
he brings them to apprehend the nature ot Sin, and the wid 
edneſs of their Lives; it is by his Light that the Law imprint 
on the Heart of Man becomes legible; and that Candle of th 
Lord in Man's Breaſt, which pleaſure and cuſtom in Sin h. 
dimn'd, be inufts; fo that the Sinner is ntted to read, as we 
as the Law to be read, the Underitanding being clear d an 
elevated, and then we come to {ce what manner of Perſons y 
are; for the greater the Sinner is in his wickedneſs, the ſecure 
witnels the Virth, nay Madneſs of ſuch; but when once this $9 
rit ſhall viſit them, and bring the Law of God treſh to Mind, an 
excite and aſſiſt their Conſciences to try the behaviour of the Sy p 
ner according to the Law of God, he dies, his Heart grows con 
in the midit ot his Body, and an borrib!: dread overwheltms hit h 
This St. Paul delivers experienced in us own caſe, Rom. 7. i" 
Without the Law ] was alive, but when the commandment can Hi 
ſin revived and I died: while I kept the Law of God bekinf a 
my back | was at reli, but when the Spirit of Grace brought P 
eſh to my Conſcience, and gave me a right underflandin}'s 
a5 well as a fair remembrance of it, then ! died; I conclud: 


hy 
Imy car loſt andWead ; and ſo much did this advance his Con- 


I vered from it v. 24. O wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me. 
When the Scrihe, id Vhariſes treated fo Subtly and zea- 
louſly with our Saviour, about the Condemnation of the Wo- 
man deprehended in Adultery; we may obſerve our Lord 
Joh. S. 6. reminded t em of the Law of God, and gave Com- 
miſſion to ſuch as were without fault to Stone her, they 
which heard this (the Spirit working together with the Word) 
v. 9. were convicted by their own Conſciences and ſhrank a- 
way, ſo far before were they from acquaintance with them- 
ſelves or judging their own evil doings, that they were all for 
inveighing againſt others, but when the Law was laid before 
them, their Conſciences immediately Ar raign d, Gaſt and Con- 
demn'd themſelves. 


„ 


conviction either by Law or Goſpel, for Mens extravagant 
Love for their Sins would either overaw, or corrupt the judg- 
ment of their Conſcinces; but herein the power of the Spirit 


in order before our Eyes, as David obſerves, or we poſſeſs the 
Sins of our Youth in the words of Fob, or elſe as it happened 
to the Samaritan Woman when the Spirit apply'd the words 
of Chriſt to her Heart, all that ever we have done appears 
freſh to our Conſciences. | 

all Thus fared it with him of mk I 150 b been ſpeaking, | it 
pleaſed him in whoſe Hands Lite and Death, Health and Sick. 


him. In his Sickneſs he apprended Death. Then did the Spi- 


ment, which this Perſon had formerly heard of, but forgot 
and thrown aſide, and theſe being at this 1nftant cloſely 
preſs'd upon his Conſcience convinced kim of his wretched 
State, and drew from him that Confeſſion and Prayer, Lord 
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0 verſion, that as he betield his Miſery ſo he duured to be deli- 


Did not the Spirit aid the Conſcience, there would be no 


neſs are, to ſuffer a ſudden and violent Sickneſs to overtake 


rit of grace awake and revive ſome notions of a future Judg- 


is ſeen that upon hearing Gods word, or minding attentiv-ly * 
the works of Providence rowards us, our Sins are ſtraight ſet 
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| ſeemed a ſweet Morſel, to fulfil the moſt loathſom Luſts of the 


a 


the Priſon of the Grave it is become a Terrour, Tremblingi 


ſpiritual Adverſary,but he that ſhow'd him his Sin and Miſery 


hole Rowl of his Sins was diſcover*d, but withal he was di. 
rected and aſſiſted to begg mercy and to promiſe Reformation. 


have mercy on me, Lord have mercy on my pooroul, for I am ug 
fit to Dy: And thus the ſenſe of his evil doings, and the wrath 
juſtly due thereto being by this meanes re newed in his Con. 
{cience, it tended to his Conviction and Converſion; now he 
ſaw his Sins with other Eyes than formerly what he once ac. 
counted pleaſant. is now become bitter, in his Health Sin 


Fleſh was more gratful than his dayly Bread, but now he 
finds the defilement thereof, and apprehends the Vengeance 
that will reward ſuch beaſtly doings; in his Healthand Strength 
as faith the word of God, he drank in Iniquity like Water! 
but now he is Arreſted by Sickneſs, and fears to be laid up in 


and Aſtoniſiiment to him: 
I the more willingly attribute this operation on the Conſciency 
of this young Man to the Spirit of Grace, than to natural fear, 
melancholy or to the evil Spirit as ſome do, and that for this 
reaſon becauſe, his evil and danger though moſt livly ſet be 
fore him, tranſported him not to deſpair, which is the uſual ef 
fect of the formention d Diſeaſe and conſtant defign of our 


ſhow'd him alſo lus Remedy, viz. the mercy of God, and now 
incited him to cry and begg for it that being thereby Reprived 
he might amend. wht San wen un ety ens 

Where Satan has leave to awaken the Conſciences of Men 
his method generaly is, to ſhow them the Wounds made in 


their Conſciences but to hide from them the balme that is pro- t 


vided to heal them; he will write our Sins in capital Letters o 
but it is not to provoak a ſpeedier or greater Repentance, but n 
to perſuade us that for them there can be no mercy; and that 

there is no other remedy for our terror but to becoine our own! 
Executioners. But here bleſſed be God it was otherwiſe, the f 


2. By quickning the will and inclining it to God and its duty. Id 
555 | Hu- 


ange the natural corrupt will of Man: The Rhetorician may 
attempt an habitual wicked Man, one under the continual do- 

inion of Satan, with arguments of the beſt form and figure 
ff the ſtrongeſt Sente and Reaſon, and fo moſt probable to 
perlwade, but notwithſtanding, the Will of him that is thus 


ight, and elevate the Underſtanding, yet are we not to ſup- 
poſe that thence forward the Will is wrought upon, moved, 
End perſwaded by the Power of the Underſtanding ſo rectifi- 
d; ſhould we ſo judge, we ſhould derogate from the Power 
ind Goodneſs of the holy Spirit. We ought therefore to know 
hat there is a farther Operation of the Spirit of Grace which 
elates to the Will, which he changes and inclines, or other- 
ile Converſion would not follow upon Conviction ; for eve- 
y one that is Convicted is not Converted ; all who are ſen- 
ble of their Sins do not, nay will not forſake them ; ſo that 
he great work of quickning a Sinner is the changing and al- 


linations. 
ight, yet it is not always a ſafe Concluſion that the Will 


Mall follow the Direction thereof, Heathens have taught us 
inſÞetter, Video meliora probog; deteriora ſeqaor, (aid ſhe in the Po- 


0. t, I ſee as plain as need be what is fit to doe, and I hold it 
-s, {Convenient to be done, nevertheleſs Ifollow the Inclinations of 


ut ny Will drawing me another way. # 
at This David intimates in his Prophecy of the Goſpel Times, 
mp io Pf. 3.v. Thy People ſhall be willing in the Day of thy Power, 


neo powerfully-ſhould the-Spirit work in the Hearts of the Elect 


li: as to melt their Hardneſs. Overcome their Stubborneſs and pre- 
n. Pralle over their Perverſneſs Their Wills ſhould be wrought 
77 upon. . | 


u- E 2 | And 


Humane Wiſdom ; Arguments and Exhortations cannot 


liſcours'd may either receive or reject, ſhew its ſelf cemplai- 
ant or refractory, according as it pleaſes: For though, as I 
ave obſer ved the Spirit in converting a Sinner does cleer, ſet 


ring his Will, the turning and new ſetting his Biaſs and In- 


Admit the Conſcience of Man holds forth a true and clear 


ae. — — — — —;Q——— ” 
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have mercy on me, Lord have mercy on my pooffoul, for I am ngll | 
fit to Dy: And thus the ſenſe of his evil doings, and the wratilin 
juſtly due thereto being by this meanes r:newed in hisConffite 
ſcience, it tended to his Conviction and Converſion 5 now hin 
_ ſaw his Sins with other Eyes than formerly what he once at 

counted pleaſant. is now become bitter, in his Health Sine 
ſeemed a ſweet Morſel, to fulfil the moſt loathſom Luſts of thſliſc 
Fleſh was more gratful than his dayly Bread, but now h# 
finds the defilement thereof, and apprehends the Vengeance 
that will reward ſuch beaſtly doings; in his Health and Strengtl 
as faith the word of God, he drank in Iniquity like Wate 
but now he is Arreſted by Sickneſs, and fears to be laid up it 
the Priſon of the Grave it is become a Terrour, Tremblia 


and Aſtoniſliment to him : 3 4g" | 
I the more willingly attribute this operation on the Conſcience 
of this young Man to the Spirit of Grace, than to natural fear 
melancholy or to the evil Spirit as ſome do, and that for chi 
reaſon becauſe, his evil and danger though moſt li vly ſet be 
fore him, tranſported him not to deſpair, which is the uſual ei 
fect of the formention'd Diſeaſe and conſtant deſign of ouſſe 
ſpiritual Adverſary, but he that ſhow'd him his Sin and Miſer" 
ſhow'd him alſo his Remedy, viz. the mercy of God, and nowf"" 
incited him to cry and begg for it that being thereby Repriveſ 
he might amend. e e Ba ages: „ LY N 
Where Satan has leave to awaken the Conſciences of Mei 
his method generaly is, to ſhow them the Wounds made inf 
their Conſciences but to hide from them the balme that is pre 
vided to heal chem; he will write our Sins in capital Letters 
but it is not to provoak a ſpeedier or greater Repentance, bu 
to perſuade us that for them there can be no mercy; and tha 
there is no other remedy for our terror but to becoine our ow. 
Executioners. But here bleſſed be God it was otherwiſe; - th | 
whole Rowl of his Sins was diſcover*d, but withal he was diff 
rected and aſſiſted to begg mercy and to promiſe Reformarionſ® 
2. By quickning the will and inclining it to God and its m 16 


Humane Wiſdom ; Arguments and Exhortations cannot 
hange the natural corrupt will of Man: The Rhetorician may 
tempt an habitual wicked Man, one under the continual do- 
he inion of Satan, with arguments of the beſt form and figure 
of the ſtrongeſt Senie ard Reaſon, and ſo moſt probable to 
. xr{[wade, but notwithſtanding, the Will of him that is thus 
Fiſcours'd may either receive or reject, ſhew its ſelf cemplai- 
il t or refractory, according as it pleaſes : For though, as [ 
0 ave obſerved: the Spirit in converting a Sinner does cleer, ſet 
eht, and elevate the Underſtanding, yet are we not to ſup- 
fe that thence forward the Will is wrought upon, moved, 
i id perſwaded by the Power of the Underſtanding fo recifi- 
{; ſhould we ſo judge, we ſhould derogate from the Power 
. Goodneſs of che holy Spirit. We ought therefore to know 
there is u farther Operation of the Spirit of Grace which 
— to the Will, which he changes and inclines, or other- 
ie Converſion would not follow upon Conviction; for eve- 
4 — is Convicted is not Converted ; all who are ſen- 
e of their Sins do not, nay will not forſake them; ſo that 
e great work of quickning a Sinner is the changing and al- 
ering his Will, the wraing and new ſetting his Biaſs and In. 
yer Admit the Conſcience of Man holds forth a true and clear 
light, yer it is not always a ſafe Concluſion that. the Will 
1 all follow the Direction thereof, Heathens have taught us 
illetter, Video meliora proboqz deteriora ſeqaor, {aid ſhe in the Po. 
„ ſee as plain as need be what is fit to doe, and I hold it 
reþnvenient to be done, nevertheleſs Tollow the Inclinations of 
Will drawing me another Ways e 
hal This David int imates in his 1 Prophecy of the Goſpel Times, 
110 F/. 3. v. Thy People ſhall be willing m the Day of thy Power, 
ud powerfully-{hould tlie Spirit work in the — of the Elect 
diſꝶ to melt their Hardneſs. Overcome their Stubborneſs and pre- 
onſalle over their Nen Their Wills n be wrought 
upon. 
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afe v: ſuch Perfons by all this do but declare thetr-Ignorang 


what hinders they doe not will it now (when it will be leg 


the more.diligent Pr bd iP Yn iy Fi rid 


conviction and check he ſhall not reſiſt, refuſe, deny, dela 


And thus wrought the Spirit of God upon this Man we haigto 


been [peaking of, he had by ſundry Perſons been divers:timghz 


entreated, adviſed: and exhorted to Repentance, yet none offh: 
thoſe ways or meanes wrought upon him, but left him as theyin: 
found him Reſolute and Defperate, but now. the ſame Go 
that turnd his Heaith to Sickneſs turn'd his Mind alſo; as mayt 
be perceived by his earneſt defire and Prayer for Mercy and th 
upon Gods terms, namely Repentance and Reformation. 
The World affords too many who are Conceited, tha 
they have a certain power over their Wills, ſo that thoug 
at this or that call; upon this or that Viſitation they do not co 
vert and return to God, nor feparate from their Sins and fink 
ful Companions, they make no doubt they will and ſhall here 


of themſelves, for if they can will their Converſion hereafter 


difficult and more acceptable) if the pleaſures” of Sin and Si 
ful Company are fo Charming now, that the are unwilling d 
be Divorced from them. Why may they not appear mon 
Charming hereafter when frequent Enjoyment ſhall have c 
tracted not only a loving Acquaintance with, but a Non | 
Fondneſs for them ? If they think it not worth while to RA 
pent and Reform now, to obtain the favour of God, and Hiei 
Pardon and Salvation, upon what grounds do they believe thei 
Wills will inclineito theſe Works hereafter, when the numbe 
of their Sins. ſhall be encreas'd/*the Wrath of God more in 
cenſed, their time much les, and the Adverſary of their Soul 2 


How knoweſt thou Oh Many chat thi Divine acodgehs will tal 
vour (hee by ſuch a violent terrifying Sickneſs as this Perſon had 
or that the Spirit of God will improve ſuch a Viſitation. to th 

awakning of thy Conſcience? art thou ſure that upon ſuc 


* put off; but be willing, obedient and conformable e 
EF vcry one that has been Sick has not throughly becninduc'F: 
{( ; 


alto call his ways t to Remembrance; tevery. awakned Conſcience 
elhatli not been attended with a complying will, but though they 
have ſeen ſuch oceafion to Repent, yer they ho ve had no Incli- 
alnation to it. From what his been alre:-dy ſpoken we infer. 
i low gteat thanks and praiſe do all that have been called. a- 


an wakened, and quickned owe to God for his unſ peakable Goodn1efs 2 
all Wei live in a conſt ant dependance upon rhe favour ↄf the Ailmiph- 
ty, it is [is „ that we Live and Breath. that rhe Clouds did 


lately diſtil their Moiſture, and the Sun yet continues his Heat to ripe 
Wen the Fiuites ot the Earth for our Uſe, the dayly providence of God. 
iggecla res that Man is the darling of Heiven. he delive races and 
on): ſings wrought tor and fenE mito us. the comforts and accom- 
finflmodation of our Life, Preach 'whanktulnets unto us anil.awvedy lire 
quite the Lord if we ſound not forth fis: Praiſes ; but ought we id 
praite him for iemparal, rhenfftirely'much more fo Spiritual ter- 
cys? ſhall we bleß him for our Focd, than more efpccially for hig 
celliWord ?' is it fit we magnify him, that he bleſſ s us in our Worldly 
lei puſineſs much more that he ſo bleſſes us as to turn vs from our Sins ? 
Sinhall-we-magnify 8 Riches increaſe, and ſhall we not praiſe 
g (him more checrfuld for the Riches of his Grace 1517 xaltation to 
Digit) and Honb ir we atcount deſerving-a full tribe ot Praiſe 
and Ade tation; ho- dots then it B chnte Hot to be tharikiul, whoſe 
Feer he hath pulled out of the Mire of Sin; whoſe Hearts he has ſan- 
Naifyd with bis Gtace, and thereby fitted them far Glory? yet to that 
e height-of: Wicked neſs ate ſome arrived e e more 
Lie! OCT e eee eit Sins chan tö be awakened. TO 
heiſbe leſtiD end in theft evilfrodebrhat FP. the Grace of God. to be 
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avelbeen that have abounded moſt with th eth. but he that is! 
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* hofe Heart 400 Willis hang d fo that he amends and lives 0 thi 


) tiifoccome”his reconciled ther, the Prince of Peace is his Brother, An 
{ucieisare his Attendants and his Friends, and the Heavenly Paradi! 
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And thus wrought the Spirit of God upon this Man we han to 


been [peaking of, he had by ſundry Perſons been divers time if 


entreated, adviſed, and exhorted to Repentance, yet none offh: 
thoſe ways or meanes wrought upon him, but left him as theyinz 
found him Reſolute and Deſperate, but now. the ſame Go 
that turnd his Health to Sickneſs turn'd his Mind alſo; as may” 
be perceived by his earneſt deſire and Prayer for Mercy and tha 


The World affords too many who are Conceited, th; 
they have a certain power over their Wills, fo that thougliec 


at this or that call; upon this or that Viſitation they do not co 

vert and return to God, nor ſeparate from their Sins and fin 
ful Companions, they make no doubt they will and ſhall her 
afecr : ſuch Perſons by all this do but declare their Ignorand 


of themſelves, for if they can will their Converſion hereafter 


what hinders they doe not will it now (when it will be le 


difficult and more acceptable) if the pleaſures” of Sin and Sit 
ful Company are fo Charming now, that thexare unwilling: 


be Divorced. from them. Why may they not appear morn 
Charming hereafter when frequent Enjoyment ſhall have co 
tracted not only a loving Acquaintance with, but a paſſionaſſ 


Fondneſs for them 2 If they think it not worth while to N 
pent and Reform now, to obtain the favour of God, and dlieiſ 
Dar don and Salvation, upon what grounds do they believe thei 
Wills will inclineito theſe Works hereafter, When themumbaſh 
of their Sins. ſhall be encreas d; the W | 
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Ito call his ways t Remembrance; tevery. awakned! Conſcience 
hach not been attended with a complying will. bur though they 
q have ſeen ſuch Gceaſion to Repent, yet they heve had no Incli- 
nation to it. From what his been alrecdy ſpoken we infer. 
M 1 How. great thanks and praiſe do all that have been called. a- 
awakened, and quickned owe to God for his unſpeakable Goodneſs 2 
We live in conſt ant dependance upon the favour pf the Almigh- 
JJ 
Iately diftil their Moiſture, and the dun yet continues his Heat 10 rip» 
ulfſen the Fi nites ot the Earth for our Uſe, the dayly providerce of God 
glldeclares-that Man is the darling of Heaven. I he deliveraiices and 
ble ſſings wrought tor and feng mito us. l the comforts and accom- 
Emodation of our Life, Preach i chanktfulneſe unto us anilwveds ili re 
quite the Lord if we found not forth his: Praiſes; but ought we tc 
Praite Him for temporal, then ſurehy much more fo Spiritual ter- 
ys? ſhall we bleſs him for our Focd, than more efpccially for hig 
Word ?' is it fit we magnify him; that he bt: 5 us in our Worldly 
le puſineſs mich more that he ſo bleſſes us as to turn vs from our Sins? 
aa we magrify Him if our Richts fnctenſe, and ſhall we not praiſe 

him more Ae fot the Riches of his Grace opr « xalcation to 
Pigalt) and Hojottr we Account deſeryiny a alt Price of Praiſe 
anc 1Adctitrion; how does then ir Bec } Ie UL fe ro Be thariktal, whoſe 
cet he hath pulled out of the Mire of Siu; whoſe arts be has fan- 
ctifyd wich his Grace, and thereby fitted them fe Glory? yet to that 
height of Wickednefs dte dune arri tber, cher w. be more 
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proclaim the Praiſes of his Grace, and tell out with Gladneſs What 
he has done for your Souls. You were by Nature dead in Freſ. 


the Light of his 
you with Gladneſs 
praiſe God for converting their Hearts, by nature, cuſtome and evil 
Habits made harder: than any Rocks, therefore let them give the 8 


| oe as this requires of them Thanks, and Praiſe, and of all Chriſti 


bleſſed Will, ſhould condefend to ſend his holy Spirit to Woe and 
Sollicit, Perſuade and ſtrive with ſiuful DuſtaridAthesro:rerurn to him 
that they may pertake of his Fayour and glory, - as it demonſtrate; 
his infinite Love and condeicention, ſo it calls aloud for our moſt 
thankful Love ard Obedience. en 3 

Farther that I may excite a ttue Spirit of thankfulneſs in all Gods 
converted ones, let tue deſire ſuch to. conſider, Gods particulai and 
tpecial Goodneſs to themſelves, for itiis eyident God has not viſited 
all in the ſame manner that he Kath Vit vou: and yet what were 
you better than they? how many hath God paſſe] by, when he 
called you ? how many are left in their Ignorance, nay lock d up in 


tc hardneſs of Heart to the day of judgment, yet you are Enlightn- 


cd, Softned, Awakned and Quickned: .:. 
Oh! Praiſe the Lord tor his Goodneſs, make his Name Glorious, 


9 90 and vins, you had no power to raiſe or quicken your ſelves. 
ut God has pluckt the Scales from your Eyes; has freed you Feet 
from the depth of Sin r he nath call'd you out of Dark. 
neſs, horrid Darkneſs, he}liſh Darkneſs, into hig moſt-maryellous 


Lig it: To the Light and, under ſtanding of his Word and Will to 
q ls: Favour, that. you may be fitted for the 


Light of his Glory. Tell out therefote theſe his works of Mercy to 
„ David in his 114. J 7 8 prailed God Heartily 
For turning the bard Rock into a ſtanding Water, the Converted are to 


Lord the Praiſe due unto his Name. . 7 — 
2. Is God able and hath. he lately Wakened ſome notorious Sin- 


8 


ns io mãignif/ Gods Mercy to them, ſo it ſerves to Admonim all 


* | 


arther, but bei ig called to make haſt to turn unto the Lord. 


fG-d, and I judge this one way to perſuade Sinners every where, 


hat they would take notice of Gods doings, and warnings more exact-· 


y 0! defer not this great and neceſſary Work, which if you Die 
before done, youwill certainly rife for ever undone. Harden not your 


Hearts, ſhut not your Eyes willtully,, ſtop, not, nor turn away your 
"Ears artificially, reſiſt not the Spirit of Grace, but when ever he 


khock 


that are yet in an unconverted Eſtate, not to prove reftactoty any 


\ My Hearts defire is to improve this late Proyidence to the honout 


pops 


knocks at the Door ef your Hearts whether by the word of God, or 
py the works of God, make haſte and Open unto him: 

Let none preſume ſaying in their Hearts they will ſtay till they 
ave ſuch a like calling as this Perſon had, conſider this is not grant- 
d to all, wnich way ſoever therefore God ſhall call, be willing and 
Prepar d to heare and obey: He aggravates his Guilt and Puniſhment, 
yho deſpiſes the morions of Grace, and yet ſuck Enemys are ſome 


| their own Converſion, that if the Spirit by their Conſciences ſmite 


hem rather than they will ſubmic, yield and turn, they hunt out 
or Buſineſs. For Pleaſure, for Mirth aad Muſick. for Company 
Ind Drink, that by theſe meanes they may drown and put to ſilence 
« Wheſc Monitors. And if God calls them by his word they will caſt 
it behind their Back, or elſe vainly falſly and partialy Interpret it; 
nd if by his Miniſters, they ſhall have no Oyl for their Lamps, no 
eſpe& paid to their Perſons, nor Juſtice done their Reputa ions; if 
y Friends, they ſhall have hatred for their good Wi!l; and if by his 
Providence. How doe many either not regard, or elſe diicredir chem; 
e preſent Act of Providence ſome would elude pretending there is 
oſuch thing, others would diſcredit it by exclaiming againſt the 
icanneſs of the Perſons. Such forget, or elſe beleive not that Chriſt call- 
for his Diciples poor Fiſhermen, and other of lower degree, and 
hy ſhould it © wk — 


end us not to God, neither has he any reſpect of Perſons, and this 
i no more than what the Son of God hath foretold us that the Poor 
nee the Goſpel Preach'd unto them. 
Let therefore this Providence be improv d, and give me leave to fay 
"Bis Perſon who was lately dead in Tre ſpaſſes and Sins, but is now 
ti-Khickned by the grace of God Preacheth unto you, you ſhould no 
allBnger continue in your corrupt wicked State. But while God holds 
ny St the Sceptre of Mercy, come in that you may be ſaved; God is 
- Þtlent but he is alſo ſtrong and if the Sinner will preſiſt in his Wick- 
ul Bnefs, his Arme will one Day Deſtroy him; God is Gracious and 
reid waiterh to ſhow himſelf ſo; but yet if we diſpiſe his Grace, we 
Ru provoak and feel his VVrath. He is Merciful but if we will not be 
Frluaded to come unto him, his Juſtice will revenge abuſed Mercy, 
3. Seeing God notwithſtanding the wickedneſs of this Age, hath 
n pleaſed to call and convert ſome Sinners, let all good Chriſtians 


he 


their endeavour to confirm theſe, and pray that God would day- 
xcKlconyert more. Know- 


nge or ridiculous that God ſhould call one from 4 

eap of Raggs ſeeing he has formerly taken others from the Dung 

He ever had l to the Lowly, the things of this Vorld com- 
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bleſſed Will, ſhonld condeferad to fend his holy Spirit tõ Woe and 


that they may pertake of his Favour and 


you better than they? how many hath Cod paſſal by, when he 


; Lig: To the Light and under ſt 
the Light of W an 


vou with Glad id in his 114. V 7 $-prat Heartil 
| Fer 1 Gal the 175 Rock in to a Lenten: War, | | = 3 ied God H are x. 


Yailſe for.c 12 551 their N Aalure, Se en 
Habits 11 00 able than ay Rea . glare let give the, | 
Lord the Praiſe due unto his N . o ths 


. are Jet in ap n 


Sollicir perſdade and ſtrive with ſiuful 12 — return to him, 
40 demonſtrars 
loud for our moſt 


his infinite Love and condeſcention, ſo it . 


thankful Love and Obedience. 1 
Farther that I may excite a true spirit of ee in all Gods 
; converted ones, let rae deſire ſuch LO. conſider, G | rticulai and 1 


not viſited 


ſpecial Goodneſs to themlelyes 5 fox on yident God h 
1 were 


all in the ſame manner that he hath vifired you : and yet 


called you? how many are left. in their Ignorance, nay lock'd up in 
thc hardneſs of Heart tothe day of judgment, yet you are alghe 
cd, Softned, Awakned and Quickned: 

Oh! Praiſe the "ir for his Goodneſs, make his Name Glorious 
1 the Praiſes of his Grace, and tell out with Gladneſs What 
he has done for your Souls. Lou were by Nature dead in Freſ- 
Bae and Sins, you had no power to raiſe or 1 your ſelves. 

ut God has pluckt the Scales from your Eyes; has freed you Feet 
from tlie . of Sin, cee he hath call you out. of Dark 
neſs, horrid Darkneſs, heHiſh kneſs, into t marvellous 
ing of his = L and Will to 
nd Favour, tha you may be aed, forithe 
Tell out t herefore chele = 148 works wp Mercy, to 


Light of his Glory. 


2. Is God able and hath, he lac: * Walened Tame notorious Sins 
ers as this xequires,of them Tha 975 Praiſe, and 1 * 
5 to.mignty Gods Mercy. chem, ſo it ſerves to Admonim all ng 

1] date, not to prove 10 | 

rther, but bei called to ma e haſt to turn voto rd! 
My Hearts deſixe is to improve this late Proyidence to the honou 
bf Gd, and Thudge this one Way to perſuade Sinners. every; Sher 
that they would take! notice of Godsdoings,and warnin = gee ana 
y Ol! defer not chis great and neceſſary Work, ones 
1 done, your edc riſe ü fe er undone, Ha — your 
Hearts, ſhur not your Eyes Willfu p got, nor turn away vo 
"Eats reibe al rcliſt not the pit of Grace, but when ever he 
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Lnodks at the Door ef your Hearts whether by the word of God, or 
yy rhe works of God, make haſte and Open unto him 

Let none preſume ſaying in their Hearts they will ſtay till they 
ave ſuch a like calling as this Perſon had, conſider this is not grant- 
d to all, wnich way ſoever therefore God ſhall call, be willing and 
xrepar'd to heare and obey : He aggravates his Guilt and Puniſhment, 


Pho deſpiſes the motions of Grace, and yet ſuch Enemys are fome _ 


o their own Converſion, that if the Spirit by their Conſciences ſmite 

em rather than they will ſubmit, yield and turn, they hunt out 
or Buſineſs. For Pleaſure, for Mirth and Muſick. ſor Company 
nd Drink, that by theſe meanes they may drown and put to ſilence 
eſe Monitors. And if God calls them by his word they will caſt 
at behind their Back, or elſe yainly falſly and partialy Interpret it; 
ad if by his Miniſters, they ſhall have no Oyl for their Lamps, no 
eſpect paid to their Perſons, nor Juſtice done their Reputa ions; if 
y Friends, they ſhall have hatred for their good Will; and if by his 
Providence. How doe many either not regard, or elſe diſcredit them; 
e preſent Act of Providence ſome would elude pretending there is 
oſuch thing, others would diſcredit it by exclaiming againſt the 
xanneſs of the Perſons. Such forget, or elſe beleive not that Chriſt call- | 
for -his Diciples 2 Fiſhermen, and other of lower degree, and 
byſbould it "= my 


Let therefore this Providence be improv d, and give me leave to fay 
Bis perſon who was lately dead in Trelpafſes and Sins, but is now 
ti· Pickned by the grace of God Preacheth unto you, you ſhould no 
allBzer continue in your corrupt wicked State. But white God holds 
mie the Sceptre of Mercy, come in that you may be ſaved; God is 
dient but he is alſo ſtrong and if the Sinner will preſiſt in his Wick- 
ut Ynefſs, his Arme will one Day Deſtroy him 4 God is Gracious and 
reid waiterh to ſhow himſelf fo; but yet if we diſpiſe his Grace, we 
9 provoak and feel his VYratk. He is Merciful but if we will not be 
VieBrluaded to come unto him, his Juſtice will revenge abuſed Mercy, 


no more than what the Son of God hath foretold us that the Poor 


ourg3. Sceing God notwithſtanding the wickedneſß of this Age, hath 

f n pleaſed to call and convert ſome Sinners, let all good Chriſtians 
their endeavour to confirm theſe, and pray that God would day- 

cli convert more. | "7 "OWE. 


range or ridiculous that God ſhould call one from © 
ap ofRapps ſeeing he has formerly taken others from the Dung 
He ever had reſpett to the Lowly, the things of this World com- 
end us not to God, neither has he any reſpect of Perſons, and this 
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Knowing the Prophaneſs and Atheiſme of the Age: I thus adviſe, fc 
it may be expected that their former unconverted Companiĩons wil 
fſeck ill opportunitys of perverting theſe again. Fheir Maſter: who 
chey ſerve, beipg leath that any ſhould eſcape his Hand; will gin 
them this Task, and beſides this, ve have ſuch as will make a moc 
bo 294 Sc ff. a tamt. a proverb, a Tavern or an Ale-houſe Jeſt at the 
reformation of theſe Perſons, leaſt therefore through frequent Temp 
tations, or pub ick Deriſion they fall off ttom their prelent Religioq 
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Profe ſhon; let our Zeal ro the glory of God and our Chriſtian Rel. 
gion, and our Charity to their Souls make us mindful tu beſec 


Soto Strengthen and Stabliſn them by the power of his Grace, thy 
„ —thcy aving 1.14 their Hands to the Plough my not look back 
I: is fit that Prayers be put up by all that Love the Glory of God 
auch the Goſpel of luis Son, that as God has called theſe to the kn oy 
Edge of himſelf, to he would Build them up in that ka»wiedge, an 
Pb  - cauſe his Grace to abound in them, that they may become burniyy 
and (hints Lights tothe World, that as they are called from th 
power of Satan (that Prince of Darkneſs. who heli them man 
L> Years in Subjection) and tranſlated into tlie Kingdom of Jelus Chritl 
o they maybe upheld aud Eſtabliſhed therein, Ohl Pray wenn 

| nel may agorne the Goſpel which they now. profeſs, That he 
ay not be fouad to have received this gteat Grace iu Va in, but th 
ey ftand-faſt-and neither return with the- Dog to his Vomit, 0 


HS With che Sow to her wallowing in the *+Hre:- {2 ot yn nt? 
Let us alſo devoutly Pray that our Heavenly Father would bie 


the meanes of Grace amon? us, tHat many more of the Children 
Diſobealience may be turned out of their crooked and preveHẽ,j Wa 
and brought into the Fold of Chriſt; even ſo, Oh! God let it be. 

the gloty of thy grace, for the fake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amy 
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